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Attached is the infor

requested on the possibility that the
NPA has an arms transfe relationship
with the Sandinistas, a alleged in

the Washipegton Times thiks morning.
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21 July 1988
TALKING POINTS FOR THE DDI

The Philippines Communist Insurgents:
Relations with Managua

The 21 July Washington Times' article is generally accurate in describing the
relationship between the Communist Party of the Philippines and Nicaragua, but
exaggerates prospects for Sandinista military assistance to the CPP.

--The CPP has cast a broad net in its search for foreign patrons willing to provide
arms and other assistance and has sent representatives to Nicaragua several times
since the early 1980s, |

-‘ ‘suggests that the CPP is primarily interested in
Nicaraguan medical and propaganda assistance. \ \

shows, for example, that the CPP, for unknown reasons, failed to follow up
Sandinista offers in late 1985 for military training an‘d other unspecified military
aid.

The CPP established party-to-party relations with the Sandinistas earlier this
year, and senior CPP officials who visited Managua to formalize party-to-party ties

expressed serious reservations about the Nicaraguan revolution‘

--The insurgents described their Nicaraguan counterparts as ideologically shallow
and unnecessarily exploiting the population.

4 it was unstructured and
inconsistent, and apparently convinced CPP leaders not to send additional cadre to
Managua for similar courses.

--Nevertheless, we expect the CPP to maintain a representative in Managua
primarily to establish contact with other leftist Latin American groups.

Several factors, including resource constraints in most potential Latin American
donors and the distance between the Philippines and Latin America, makes it unlikely
that the CPP would receive a clandestine shipment of arms directly from the region
except perhaps from Havana, with which the CPP also recently established
party-to-party ties.

S ET‘

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/06 : CIA-RDP90G01353R001100190004-0

pproved for Release 2012/08/06 : CIA-RDP90G01353R001100190004-0

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1
25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/06 : CIA-RDP90G01353R001100190004-0
g SECRET 25X1

) A

--During their meeting with CPP leaders earlier this year, the Cubans apparently
raised insurgent hopes for an arms transfer by suggesting that further discussions
be held in North Korea; P'yongyang reportedly agreed last year to provide the CPP
arms but so far has yet to deliver any as a result of the insurgents’ inability to
resolve logistic and security problems.

--The CPP’s only military relationship in Latin America is with Salvadoran rebels,
who reportedly promised the CPP explosives and clandestine radio training earlier :
this year but no arms. ‘ 25X1
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5 +“We are actually very much con-
"eerned with what we believe is the {:
“current effort of the CPP-NPA to ‘
“bring in large quantities of military
‘ hardware .3 ” Gen. Renato de Vilia,
. Jarmed forces chief of staff, said in
an interview. “It is not illogical to
1 | :expect them to enhance their cap-
i |  ability in the country by direct pro-
“curement of weapons””’ =,
' Several years ago, the military
‘seized a smuggled shipment of
AK-47 assault rifles in Isabela Prov-
“ince in the north. " "7 R
_, One Western diplomat said the re-
*-cent contacts with Nicaragua were
most likely limited to pledges of soli-
: darity. “But they are looking every-
.where for anything they can get, in-
cluding the international arms
market” he said. -
Suspicion over the Nicaragua con-
nection has been corroborated by
‘journeys to Managua by low-ranking
party members, traveling under as-
-sumed names, and by activists on
_the legal left. Some of those contacts
took place earlier this year, accord-
ing to diplomatic and military
sources. :
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